Il6	MAHATMA
were suffering imprisonment, he himself, the chief inspirer of their
acts, was still at large. "Is it courageous to leave me alone and to
harass poor Indians?" he asked.
As a mark of respect towards the hawkers in jail, all the Indian
business throughout the Transvaal was suspended on July 23. This
was the first hartal organized by Gandhi.
"Weekly Diary" in Indian Opinion kept its readers well informed of
current events. The ultimatum was to expire on the same day that
the new Asiatic Bill was to be carried through the legislature. A
meeting had been called some two hours after the expiry of the
time-limit to perform the public ceremony of burning these certi-
ficates. On Sunday, August 16, a public meeting was held at four in
the evening on the grounds of the Hamidia Mosque in Johannesburg.
A cauldron of the largest size available had been requisitioned for
burning the certificates. As the business of the meeting was about
to commence, a volunteer arrived on a cycle with a telegram from
the Government announcing their inability to change their policy.
The news was read to the assembled Indians, who greeted it with
loud cheers.
Addressing the meeting, Gandhi gave details of the various stages
of the protracted negotiations. He said : "If there is any Indian who
has handed his certificate to be burnt but wants it to be returned to
him, let him step forward and have it. Merely burning the certificate
is no crime, and will not enable those who court imprisonment to
win it. By burning the certificates we declare our solemn resolution
never to submit to the Black Act and divest ourselves of the power
of even showing the certificates. I would advise you to ponder over
all these considerations and only then to take the plunge proposed
by me today.9'
• Mir Alam, the Pathan assailant of Gandhi, was also present at this
meeting. He announced that he had done wrong to Gandhi Bhai,
and handed his original certificate to be burnt, as he had not taken
a voluntary certificate. Gandhi took hold of his hand, pressed it with
joy, and assured Mir Alam that he had never harboured in his mind
any resentment against him.
Gandhi received upwards of 2,000 certificates to be burnt. These
were all thrown into the cauldron, saturated with paraffin and set
ablaze by Essop Mian, the chairman of the meeting. The audience
rose to their feet and made the place resound with the echoes of their

